Heart of Jesus Catholic Chureh
Marvonite Rite

Pastor: Reverend Rabih Aoun, M.L.M.

Saturday at 4:00 pm (English)

WEEKEND MASSES
Sunday at 11:00 am (English + Arabic)

WEEKDAY MASSES Monday through Thursday at 12:00 noon

CONFESSIONS Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:45 pm

Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

OFFICE HOURS
Closed on: Holy Days of Obligation and Federal Holidays

1800 NE 6th Court
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33304

Tel: (954) 522-3939 Find us on: Fax: (954) 522-3949
www.heartofjesus.org facebook. office@heartofjesus.org



WHO ARE THE MARONITES?

The Maronite Church is one of 22 Eastern Rites of the Catholic Church, under the
authority of the Pope. It dates back to the early Christians of Antioch (Syria) where
Jesus’ followers “were called Christians for the first time” (Acts 11:26). The actual
name “Maronite” is derived from the name of Saint Maron, who was a priest and
hermit, and died around the year 410 AD.

As part of the Roman Catholic Church, the Maronites profess the same beliefs in the
Dogmatic and Moral teachings of the Church and celebrate the same seven
Sacraments. Their liturgical celebrations are more unique and reflect their early
Apostolic beginnings. For example, in some prayers and hymns of the Mass, the
Maronites still use Syriac, a dialect of the Aramaic language spoken by Jesus and his
Apostles, and incense is regularly used.

During the civil and religious persecutions of the 7th century, the Maronites fled
their churches and monasteries in the plains of Syria, and took refuge in the verdant
mountains and caves of nearby Lebanon. Since then, Lebanon has been considered
the homeland of the Maronite Church.

Millions of Maronites now live in various countries throughout the world, but their
Mother Church remains in Lebanon. The current Maronite Patriarch, Bechara Peter
Rai, was made a Cardinal by Pope Benedict XVI, in November of 2012. Cardinal Rai
lives at the Maronite Patriarchal residence in Bkerke, Lebanon.

The United States is home to two Maronite Eparchies (Dioceses). The Most Reverend
Gregory Mansour is our Bishop who resides in Brooklyn, New York. Bishop Mansour
is a member of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), as is the
Maronite Bishop of the Western Eparchy, the Most Reverend Elias Zaidan who
resides in Los Angeles.



History of Heart of Jesus Church
2012-2025

By Chorbishop Michael G. Thomas, JCD

With the ever-growing population of South Florida, in 2010 the Most Reverend Gregory Mansour, the
Bishop of our Eparchy (Diocese) of Saint Maron of Brooklyn, began to consider the establishment of a
church for the Maronite faithful of Broward County to compliment the Maronite Parish of Our Lady of
Lebanon in Miami, which had been established in 1973.

Having reviewed demographic studies, Bishop Gregory purchased the “Unity Church of Christ of Fort
Lauderdale,” on June 27, 2011, hoping to establish a new spiritual home for the Maronites of
Broward County. The purchase price of the waterfront property, which included a church and parish
hall (but no rectory), was $2,400,000.00. This purchase was made possible thanks to a grant from the
Anthony R. Abraham Foundation, in the amount of $1,000,000.00, and through a loan from the
Knights of Columbus. Bishop Gregory named the new church in honor of the Sacred Heart using a
more direct translation of the Arabic: Qalb Yasoo’, “Heart of Jesus.”

At the time of the closing, the Eparchy immediately took possession of the parish hall and slowly
began to renovate the interior of the building which had previously been sub-divided into many small
rooms. This included demolishing most of the make-shift interior walls to open the space to allow for
a hall that could seat 150 people. Two offices, two classrooms, a kitchen, and restrooms were
maintained. Porcelain tile floors were installed, new internet and phone services were established,
the lighting and electricity were repaired (including a new electrical panel), and the entire space was
freshly painted. The costliest part of the hall renovations was the installation of hurricane resistant
exterior doors, which replaced all of the wooden doors which had been greatly damaged by termite
infestation. In fact, pest control technicians were kept quite busy in the first few months eliminating
termites and rodents. Finally, new tables and chairs were purchased for the hall as well as office
furniture and equipment.

Also, at the time of closing, the Eparchy became responsible for the up-keep of the grounds. The
spacious gardens were horribly overgrown and infested with Norwegian rats and large land crabs.
The parking lot was quite deteriorated, many of the parking cement bumpers were crushed, and the
striping had practically disappeared. It took many months and several thousand dollars to clear out
the jungle and make the parking lot and landscaping a healthy and presentable environment.

In accordance with the purchase agreement, the church building continued to be used by the Unity
Church of Christ for 6 months from the closing date. They vacated the church on December 27, 2011.
By then, the hall and the grounds were in good shape. With a scheduled opening date of January 6,
2012, that left only 11 days, including New Year’s Day, to make the necessary changes to the interior
of the church.

During those very few days, the sanctuary, which is the raised platform for the altar, the tabernacle,
and the pulpits, was too narrow in depth for Catholic worship, so it had to be extended out about 6
feet, and steps needed to be added. That entire area was then covered in porcelain tile. The pews,
which had been angled, were straightened out, mildewed carpeting was removed, the sound system



and lighting were updated, and the entire interior was painted. Thanks to donations from the
Archdiocese of Miami?, the Diocese of Fall River (Massachusetts)?, and various churches? and priests,
all of the sanctuary furnishings and appointments were put into place. Through the Grace of God, all
of the work had been completed by January 6.

On November 1, 2011, the Feast of All Saints, Chorbishop Michael G. Thomas, the Vicar General and
Chancellor of the Eparchy, was assigned by Bishop Gregory as the founding pastor (administrator) of
this new church (while maintaining his other assignments). Deacon John Jarvis was also assigned to
assist Chorbishop Michael at the new church.

Chorbishop Michael had been supervising the work taking place since the purchase of the property,
and now the time had come for him to begin preparing for the spiritual and pastoral needs for the
formation of a new mission. (A church community is called a “mission” until it becomes very well
established, then it becomes a “parish”). Thanks to the assistance of Father Elie Mikhael, the Pastor
of Our Lady of Lebanon in Miami, a mailing list of Maronite families in Broward County had been
drawn up, as best as possible, and Bishop Gregory and Chorbishop Michael began reaching out to
those Maronites by letter. Father Elie also made several announcements at the Miami parish. We
were further blessed to have been given good exposure in the newspapers of the Archdiocese of
Miami: The Florida Catholic, and of Fort Lauderdale’s Sun Sentinel. Thanks to word of mouth and
again, the Grace of God, the news of the opening this new mission spread.

The inaugural Divine Liturgy took place on January 6, 2012, the Feast of the Epiphany. The church was
packed as Chorbishop Michael celebrated the Mass, blessed the Epiphany Water, and used that
water to bless the entire building. Exactly one year later, January 6, 2013, Bishop Gregory
Consecrated the church and the altar in the presence of Archbishop John Clement Favalora (Emeritus
of Miami), Bishop George Coleman (Fall River), Bishop Frank Caggiano (Bridgeport, CT), Chorbishop
Michael, and several priests and deacons. The relic of Saint Sharbel (a piece of his bone) was then
permanently placed in the altar.

Since the day of its inauguration, attendance at all religious services has been extraordinary.
Parishioners and friends have been most supportive and have contributed toward the many
renovations that have been made and continue to make the church a safer and more beautiful House
of God. Over time, stained glass windows* were designed and installed, a confessional and a
baptistery were added, and the sacristy (the vesting room for the clergy) was redone. Eventually,
thanks to a parish Capital Campaign, the roofs of the church and hall were replaced with original

! The Main Altar, the Pulpit, and the celebrant’s chair originally from the Saint Luke’s Church in Coconut Creek, which had
been closed.

2 The Tabernacle, the statue of the Sacred Heart, the Processional Cross, and the Monstrance from their archived church
goods of closed churches. The statue of the Virgin Mary was later donated to compliment the one of the Sacred Heart.

3 The Baptismal Font was a gift from Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Cathedral in Brooklyn, NY; A large crucifix and some
liturgical vessels from Saint Rafka Maronite Retreat Center in Shelbourne, VT, which had been closed.

4 The first window to be installed was the Rose Window of the Heart of Jesus in the choir loft, then the other windows
were added little by little: St. Jospeh, St. Jude, Our Lady of Lebanon, St. Rita, St. Maron, St. Sharbel, St. Therese, St. Anne,
St. John Maron, St. Padre Pio, St. John the Baptist, and St. Michael. The large window behind the Tabernacle is the
Crucifixion. The names of the donors of these windows and all of the church appointments are engraved on “Donors’
Plaques” in the vestibule of the church.



Florida white cement tiles, and all of the 7 air-conditioning/heating units were replaced. Hurricane
resistant doors and protective glass were installed.

Immediately upon the opening of the church, religious education classes for children, as well as a
choir, altar servers, and an MYO (youth organization) were established. The Pastor’s Advisory Board
was formed and held its first meeting on June 25, 2012, and a Ladies Guild met for the first time on
September 17 of the same year. The first meeting of the Men’s Club took place in 2015.

We are thankful that in 2013, some parishioners took the initiative to form 2 groups to sustain our
parish in prayer: The Family of the Sacred Heart and the Saint Sharbel Prayer Group. Both of these
have grown steadily in number and have been faithful to their charism. Also, for several years the
parish has been involved in providing monthly food supplies for the local Saint Vincent de Paul
Society. The parish also sponsored the international study program: Women of Grace in 2024-2025.
Several ladies of the parish participated and found it to be a wonderful tool for the understanding
and deepening of their faith.

In July of 2014, a rectory (priest’s house) was purchased in Oakland Park. It was bought for
$145,000.00 in cash! Much of this amount was thanks to a generous gift from Deacon John and Faith
Jarvis. In a short 9 months the rectory was extensively renovated and newly furnished, thanks to the
hard work and contributions of parishioners and friends. Chorbishop Michael moved into this parish
home in April of 2015. Since then, the roof has been replaced, and hurricane resistant windows and
doors have been installed.

To celebrate the 10™ anniversary of the opening of the church in 2022, all of the pews were
reupholstered and refinished, a porcelain tile floor was installed in the entire church, and the interior
and exterior of the church and hall were repainted. Also on this occasion, our “mission” church was
officially established as a “parish” by Bishop Gegory Mansour.

Thanks to an additional grant from the Anthony Abraham Foundation, the kindness of Bishop
Gregory, and to the hard work and generosity of our parishioners, the mortgage was paid in full in
November of 2024!

In May of 2025, thanks to a grant received from the Koch Foundation, the parish hall was fitted with
hurricane resistant windows, thus securing all of our parish buildings as best as possible.

On June 1, 2025, upon the retirement of the parish’s founding pastor, Chorbishop Michael G.
Thomas, a new pastor (administrator) has been appointed to lead the parish, Reverend Father Rabih
Aoun, MLM.

The Lord has greatly blessed this church with remarkable success thanks to his abundant graces and
to the dedication and generosity of her parishioners, friends, and benefactors. May he continue to
have us flourish and grow in the love of his Sacred Heart!



Supporting Heart of Jesus
Maronite Catholic Church
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JOIN US FOR AN ELEGANT AFTERNOON OF

Delectable Sandwiches ¢ Fine Tea
Delicious Treats

Wonderful Fellowship

Fun Prizes & Surprises

Sunday, September 20, 2026
(O 12:00 PM

Heart of Jesus
Maronite Catholic Church
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PRIZES FOR THE

Best Hat Award
& Best Dressed

7 TIEKETS 3
$25 for cash
$27 for credit cards

L Tables of 10 Available

For Tickets & Information

954-522-3939
¥ Donation By Zelle - donate@heartofjesus.org v



PRIEST

APPRECIATION DINNER
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Proceeds to support seminarians and
vocational development

DOORS OPEN DINNER & PROGRAM

6:00 PM 7:00 PM

-

COUNCIL 3080 HALL - il*’
3999 N. DIXIE HIGHWAY
954-348-3582
GK EMAIL ADDRESS
gk3080@gmail.com

ADMITTANCE TABLE

SPONSORSHIPS
‘ AVAILABLE

$1,000

2®s PER PERSON

Please use this QR Code
to bring you to the
RSVP AND PAYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

for this event.

PLEASE RESPOND BY TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 22, 2026. <%

W



HeArT OF JEsus CatHnoric CHURCH

MaronNITE RITE

1800 N.E. 6" Court
ForT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33304

Religious Education Registration
or
MYO Registration
2026-2027

Is your Family currently registered in the Parish as Parishioners Y N
(If not, you must register on the reverse side of this page)

Child’s name Age
Last First Middle
Current Grade School Currently Attending
Home Address
City/State Zip
Date of Birth Place of Birth
Father’s Name Best Phone
Mother’s Name Best Phone

Best Email address

Place of Baptism (Baptismal Certificate needed, if not already submitted)
Confirmation Y N

Church Date

First Holy Communion Y N

Church Date
Permission to Photograph Child Y N

Parent Signature



HeArT OF JEsus CatHnoric CHURCH

MaronNITE RITE

1800 N.E. 6" Court
ForT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33304

Religious Education / MYO Medical Form

Dear Parents and Guardians,

To make our meetings a safe and healthy place for all, we are asking all parents to please fill out
the below form and return it to the Church Office along with the registration form. The purpose
of this is to make sure we have all the proper documentation in case an emergency was to occur.
We would like to ensure that proper care is received from our teachers and medical personnel.
If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to the Church Office.

God Bless,

Fr. Rabih Aoun

Child’s Name:

Date of birth:

Medical conditions:

Medical Allergies:

Is an Inhaler/EpiPen required for your child’s medical allergies? Yes No
(if it is please provide it along with the doctor’s prescription)

If there are any other concerns you wish to discuss with your child’s teacher, please mention
them here.




FIRST SUNDAY AFTER HOLY CROSS

DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS

Sat. 09/19
4:00 pm

Sun. 09/20
11:00 am

Mon. 09/21
12:00 noon

Tues. 09/22
7:00 pm

Wed. 09/23
12:00 noon

September Memorial Offering
For the Deceased members of the
Mark Slaiwa Family

For Semaan Dib Youssef
By Imad Youssef

1%t Sunday after Holy Cross

For Naim Youssef Moukarzel

(One Year Memorial),

Kamal Moukarzel

(His Son, thirty year memorial), and
Lena Moukarzel

By The Family

St. Quadratus, Bishop of Athens, M
For the intentions of Dottie Nolen

St. Phocas and His Companions, M
For the intentions of Adrian Colon
By Sharon Bucci and Family

Jonah the Prophet
For Special Intention

SAINT CHARBEL PRAYER GROUP @
Meets the 22" of each month — Before Mass [
The Saint Charbel Prayer Group gathers for the Saint
Charbel Prayer Service before Mass on the 22" of
each month.

Save the dates
(No Noon Mass on these weekdays.)

Mass at 7:00 P.M. - Tuesday, September 22
Mass at 7:00 P.M. - Thursday, October 22

Thurs. 09/24 St. Thecla,
the First Woman Martyr, V, M
12:00 noon For Fajima Espat
By The Chebat Family
Fri. 09/25 NO MASS
Sat. 09/26
4:00 pm For Nur Chebat
By The Chebat Family
Sun. 09/27 2" Sunday after Holy Cross
11:00 am For Ghassan Youssef and

Heart of Jesus Maronite Catholic Church

Semaan Dib Youssef
By Imad Youssef

Echoes of the Gospel

Brothers and Sisters,

James and John wanted to enter the Kingdom of God
using worldly ways, but God’s ways are very different
from ours.

The Old Testament shows us that God often uses
hardship to prepare His people for something greater.
David became king after facing Goliath. Joseph
reached the palace after years of suffering and
imprisonment. Esther became queen after facing a life-
threatening crisis, and Moses became a leader after
passing through the wilderness.

These stories remind us that the challenges that seem to
break us, can actually be used by God to build us. In
Deuteronomy, God warned the king not to return to
Egypt in search of greater wealth or power. Spiritually,
we return to Egypt whenever we chase fame,
recognition, or power at any cost.

Instead, Scripture invites us to delight in the law of the
Lord and to remain rooted in Him like a fruitful tree.

Sacrifice accompanied by hope allows us to trust that
God is not taking advantage of us, but preparing us for

His Kingdom.

Amen.

1800 N.E. 6™ Court, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304

Tel: 954-522-3939



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER HOLY CROSS

PARISH FINANCES
September 12 & 13
Collection Basket $ 1,626.00
Automated Bank Checks $ 360.00
Electronic Payments $ 255.00
Candles $ 119.00
Total $ 2,360.00

Thank You for your generosity and support.

Zelle

donate@heartofjesus.org

Would you like to memorialize a friend or loved one,
living or deceased during a month of the year?
Consider sponsoring the gifts used on the Altar and in
the Sanctuary. These include the hosts, water, and
wine used in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, and
the sanctuary candle. Your donation of $150.00 will
cover these gifts for the month.

(=) Square Zelle
@HEEE

- j donate@heartofjesus.org

For more information, please contact the parish office
at office@heartofjesus.org or 954-522-3939

ADVERTISE IN OUR PARISH BULLETIN & WEBSITE
The donation for an advertisement to run in our bulletin every weekend for an entire year,
beginning at the end of September 2026, is as follows:

Business Card (size 2 Y2 x 1 2):
Double Business Card (size 1 2 x 5):
1/3 of a Page (size 8 /2 x 3 15):

Half a Page (size 8 /2 x 5 7%):

Full Page (size 8 Y2 x 11):

$ 250.00
$ 400.00
$ 700.00
$1,000.00
$2,000.00

Please provide us with an electronic copy of your advertisement.
If interested please call the office at 954-522-3939 or email us at office@heartofjesus.org.

Heart of Jesus Maronite Catholic Church

1800 N.E. 6" Court, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304

Tel: 954-522-3939




WEIGHT LOSS
SOLUTIONS

by
lifescience”

4522 N Federal Hwy
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308
. -‘: (954) 335-7633

Mention the Youakim Family
for a complimentary B12 Vitamin Shot!

@ Weekly Weight Loss Injections
@ Vitamin & Wellness Shots
@ IV Therapy by Liquivida

hello@offweightloss.com

www.offweightloss.com

ONCE - WEEKLY "
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zepbound» Dysport COSMETIC

Peter Maroon, Jr. ss4522-3935

UNIVERSITY
PREP
GENIUS
305.975.8830

Knights of Columbus
Fort Lauderdale Council #3080

7
WILLIAM D. BEAMER, CHARTERED
a Florida Professional Association
P.O. Box 7071
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338-7071

William D. Beamer, Attorney at Law

Office (254) SE1-7T00  Family, Criminal, Probate, Litigation
Cal (254) 557-7700 Real Property, Personal Injury
Fax (254) 713-0730 Bankruptoy, Corporate

il st net
CONSULTATIONS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Expert
SAT/ACT
Test Prep

Sharon Manassa,
Oowner

@ Advanced Aesthetics
@ Red Light Therapy

TECHNOLOGY

HUU |DA invisa-RED

* Pre-Arrangements
 Burial

« Veteran Packages

« Cemetery Property

- Bereavement Support

Landmark Faweral Fome

www.LandmarkFuneralHome.com

4200 Hollywood Blvd. - Hollywood, FL 33021
984-989-8220
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» Shawarma

e Hummus

- Kibbeh

¢ Kibbe

« Kababs AUTHENTIC

» Salads MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE

» Lunch Specials
» Hookah
» Belly Dancing Shows

AND MORE! @ n

@ (954) 943-2999 www.Shishkagrill.com

Interinvestments Realtyg
RHKT || S5 | TRekE Coin Laundry Mela Attie
Commercial & Residential Real Estate

+ Free Wi-Fi  « Air Conditioned ‘
We Serviceanp | TION.W 1076 Ave, Stc 120 Sty
REPAIR WATCHES || wash, Dry, & Fold / Dry Cleaning / Pick-up & Drop-Off || M Foeda 24172 fiso
954.WATCHES || (954)472-8530 HOURS: et [T Ay
WWW.DAOUDS.COM || 905 SW 125TH AVE OFFICE: Mon - Fri 8am-7pm, attie700@belIsouth.net

Plantation, FL 33325 Sat Bam-4pm www.interinvestments.com




AFFENDI GRILL

MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE

(954) 960 - 2500
2780 E ATLANTIC BLVD
POMPANO BEACH, FL. 33062

PRIVATE EVENT ROOM AVAILABLE

ONE PRICE CLEANIRS

?Yofessiomfﬂftermtion &

_Dry Cleaning
$5.18 / Dry Clean item

$2.95 / Laurdry Shivt rfv I

Owned by Solange Xhater

4830 M, Fadaral. .‘H'wy
Fort Lauderdala
{p54) 324-7p02

M-Fg-5 Sat gz

LUNCH HAPRY
SPECIALS HOUR
MON - FRI MON - FRI
11:30 - 3:00 3:00- 6:00
HOURS ¥
MON-FRI  11:30-10:00 .
SAT-SUN  3:00-10:00 E

DJ VIREN
e /
—
7
?

DJ VIREN LLC

THE VERY BEST IN RECORDINGS.
SOUND STAGE & LIGHTING.
PLEASE CALL,TEXT,OR
EMAIL US TODAY.

VIREN SEETAL CEO

DJVIREN20@GMAIL.COM
305 905 2975

)

.

ALFRED KAIROUZ - Owner
Tel: (561) 419-0034

Cell: (954) 829-9658
www.alfredsjewelry.com
alfredkawrouz@gmail‘com

Oklahoma State University
Master Jeweler Graduaie
GLA. Certified in Colored Stones

We Buy Gold

/
a# Jf/j’f"/‘*
""'" “w'* ‘4. Jewelry and Design
Expert Repairs
Custom Orders

International Jewelers Exchange
21 Glades Road
Boca Raton, Florida 33434

We Spocaiize In Fully Licensed & Insured
REPAIRS CCC1335960
CLARK | ROOFING

r 954-960-1300 -

clark@clarkroofingflorida.com
We are local! Contact Marian Naoufal

SOUTH FLORIDA'S MOST TRUSTED ROOFER SINCE 1947
I? clarkroofingflorida.com {J




